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Ciria, the count of Savoy met him again on 18 November.
Accompanied by Lucchino de Saluces and his own physician,
he left Ciria and reached Susa by way of Avigliana. At this
juncture, many crusaders joined him, and the party crossed
the Alpine paths of Mont-Cenis and descended on French
soilx where they were eagerly awaited by their friends and
relatives who had prayed for a fair wind to bring them back
home in safety.2 The crusaders went on to Paris, and their
presence at the royal court aroused great enthusiasm for
holy war. In the excitement of the moment, Charles VI
himself and the due de Touraine his brother took the Cross.8
This was the immediate effect of Bourbon's expedition to
Barbary. The idea of a royal crusade to crush the power of
the Saracens and carry the banner of France far and wide was
resuscitated for the moment. Although there is no reason
for doubting the sincerity of this vow, it never came to
fulfilment. The pressure of events in France made it
impossible for the King to leave the country. On the other
hand, the French chivalry continued to hunger for war with
the infidels, a fact which helps to explain the great popularity
of the cause when, five years after, preparations were begun
for the greatest fourteenth-century expedition and the last
real crusade to be undertaken against the Turks.4
The other results of Bourbon's expedition are remarkable
for their insignificance. Although begun and executed as a
crusade by the French and foreign contingents it had no
effect on the course of events in the Levant, and the situation
in the Holy Land remained unaltered. By some curious
misconception, the Western mind in medieval times failed to
1 Mirot, 36.
2 According to Froissart, XIV, 279, the wives of several nobles were much
perturbed by the long absence of their husbands.    Eustache Deschamps,
(Soc. des anciens ttxtts, IV, 266), expressed the general feeling of the noble
kdies in a special balkd on the Barbary Expedition.    In 'L'Envoy' of that
ballad, he says;
'Princes, baron, chevalier, escuierie,
De bien faire ne vous fault que penser:
Dame n'avons par de*$a qui ne die
Que le bon vent vous puist tost ramenerP
3 Froissart, XIV, 280-1.
4 vide infra, Cap. XVIII on the Crusade of Nicopolis.